
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                              

 

Worship Opportunities 
LIVE STREAM ONLY 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

At this time, due to COVID 
restrictions and the rising 
number of daily new cases, 
our in-person worship is 
being postponed until a 
time when we can be more 
assured it is safe for our 
congregation to gather 
without risking anyone's 
health. 
 

 

Rev. Tom Orquiza-Renardo 
Pastor 
Cell: 503-888-5224 
ocumcpastor@gmail.com 
 
Christa Palmer 
Secretary 
Office: 503-656-3433 
Office@oregoncityumc.com 
 
Rick Wilson 
Music Director 

 

February 10, 2022 

Oregon City United Methodist Church  

That’s right! It’s about that time. That day in 
February when hearts become all a flutter, 
butterflies fill the stomachs of hopeless romantics, 
and Hallmark, flower shops, and candy companies 
make a killing cashing in on all the romance of young 
and old alike. Valentine’s Day is here! 
 
But where did Valentine’s Day start? It’s really 
unclear. I’ve heard a few different stories. Some say 
it is a Christian holiday commemorating St. 
Valentine’s death. Others say it’s a pagan carry over 
(like some of our other holy days), from the fertility 
celebration of Lupercalia celebrated on the ides of 
February. Yet others say it’s kinda both; an attempt 
to Christianize the pagan festival. Then there’s the 
question of who is St. Valentine? Did you know there 
are at least three persons in Christian history with 
the name Valentine or something similar? 
 
My first introduction to St. Valentine was a story of 
a saint imprisoned who somehow formed a bond 
with a young woman who came to visit him 
regularly. His last letter to her before he was 
martyred was signed, “Your Valentine”. I’ve also 
heard about St. Valentine who defied the Emperor, 
Claudius II by performing marriages in secret for 
young couples. Why was this a defiance you ask?  
 

 
 
 

Because Claudius II outlawed the marriage of young 
men so they would remain single, with no emotional 
ties, and be better soldiers. A third suggests 
Valentine was a bishop, also martyred by Claudius II. 
 
Whatever the origin of the holiday, this much 
remains true. Love is worthy to be celebrated. And 
by Love, I mean that binding force which pours forth 
from God, nourishing all creation. As much as we 
celebrate our love for one another on Monday, be it 
neighborly, familial, or romantic, let us also 
celebrate God who is Love. Let us in the spirit of the 
Valentine’s saints, carry through this love from God 
to stand against injustice speaking truth to power, 
teach grace and truth, live in hope, offering 
nurturing and a place of healing to all those around 
us. 
 
Spread the Love! 
In grace, peace, and of course love, 

 
Pastor Tom 

 
 

Happy Valentine's Day to you, Beloved of the Lord, 

 

COVID Update 
As of February 10 
 

Looking at the reported information below, the trend for new cases is still going down overall for the state of 
Oregon, though the state is still in the "extremely high" risk level. Numbers in Clackamas County are also going 
down in a continued trend. However, we are still in the "very high" risk level. We will continue to hold off on in 
person worship at this time. If Clackamas County numbers continue in the current downward trend, we may be 
able to come back to worship in six to eight weeks, after a period of consistently low transmission rates. 
 

Clackamas County (population 420,000)    Last Week      Sunday      Today 
Daily new cases per population of 100K:          98.6           102.1          84.0 
Infection Rate:                                                        0.83           ~0.72          0.75 
Positive Test Rate:                                                18.4%          15.7%       15.7% 
 
Oregon State (population 4,200,000)         Last Week      Sunday      Today 
Daily new cases per population of 100K:       130.8              75.2          62.8 
Infection Rate:                                                       0.90            ~0.71          0.73 
Positive Test Rate:                                               20.1%           16.2%       15.6% 

 



   

 

Pastor Tom's Schedule for 

Feb 13-18 
Afternoons will be in and out Appointments 

are always welcome to be scheduled. 
 

Sun: Virtual Worship at 10am 
 

Mon: Day off, no office hours. 
 

Tue: 10am-2pm 
        Church Council at 6:30pm 
 

Wed: 1pm-6:30pm 
        Worship Design at 5pm  
 

Thu: 10am-2pm 
        Progressive Pastors Meeting - Noon 
        Local Pastors Meeting at 10:45am 
        Soul Circle Zoom at 2:30pm 
 

Fri: 10am-2pm, Sermon planning 

 

NELSON, JAN  02/01 

MYERS, QUINCY  02/06 

PALMER, SIDNEY  02/11 

RENARDO, GIANA  02/12 

BENTLEY, JACK  02/17 

OLIVAS, NATE  02/18 

MAGEE, MIKE  02/21 

SCHLOSSER, RON  02/21 

CRUIKSHANK, BENJAMIN  02/23 

ORQUIZA-RENARDO, ROM 02/28 

Our Weekly Giving 
 

The General Commission on United Methodist Men recognizes that ending violence 
against women begins with men. 
 
For several years, the United Methodist general agency partnered with AMEND Together, 
an initiative of the YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. The program is dedicated to 
ending violence against women and girls. The partnership features an eight-week group 
series aimed at United Methodist men. 
 
The series focuses on healthy manhood, healthy relationships and what the Bible says 
about those things, said Shan Foster, senior director, AMEND Together for the YWCA 
Nashville. The program allows men to engage in discussions around those issues and 
develop skills to recognize and challenge the behaviors that lead to violence. 
 
“The partnership with the United Methodist Men is so critical to our effort to reach a more 
national audience as we try … to impact the world,” said Foster. 
 
The curriculum, made possible through a $20,000 World Service Fund contingency grant, is 
available through the United Methodist Men website (www.gcumm.org). 
 
Adapted from “United Methodist Men take on domestic violence,” Julie Dwyer, UM News, 
Oct. 5, 2017. Used by permission. 

Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 15th at 6:30pm 

 

We are deeply saddened to share with you that 
Grace Dichtel passed away January 30, 2022. 

She was 104 years old. 
 

During this time, our thoughts and prayers are 
with her family and friends. 

 

http://www.gcumm.org/

