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February Greetings to the family and friends of Oregon City UMC,  

This past Sunday, we read the 
beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew, chapter 5, and we 
discussed them some. We talked about 
how the beatitudes are guideposts for 
relationship with God, community, and 
self; how the beatitudes and Micah’s “do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humble 
with the Lord your God” are about a 
balance between the three loves of God, 
others, and self.  

Even still, I sometimes have trouble 
with the beatitudes. Sometimes it feels 
like they’re telling us God loves us is 
we’re deprived, depressed, timid, food 
insecure, weak, simple, afraid, and 
beaten down. Now I know this isn’t what 
Jesus meant. I’m human and we as 
humans tend to misread or read only 
surface understandings, often times 
because going deeper takes effort that 
we are not always willing to apply. 

Yesterday, I was blessed by a reading 
of the beatitudes shared with a group of 
clergy by Wendy Woodworth our district 
superintendent. Sadly, I don’t have the wording she used. I searched for her reading and 
came up with some interpretations that only compounded the dismal surface reading I 
shared above. I did, however, find another reading in my search that puts the beatitudes 
in a new light; a guiding light that can shine on us all and opens the beatitudes up for 
deeper personal revelation (at least in my opinion). So I share this find with you. 

Robert J. Morgan puts the beatitudes into paraphrase in this way: 

“Blessed are the people who realize they are moral and spiritual beggars (poor in 
spirit) and who feel enormous sorrow over their sin (mourn) and who are willing to humble 
themselves before God, recognizing that He alone can help them (meek). These Jesus-
followers are eager to become the kind of people God wants them to be (hunger and thirst 
for righteousness)—merciful in heart (merciful), pure in thought (pure), helping others 
discover peace with one another and peace with God (peacemakers). Though it makes 
them different and incurs persecution (persecuted), it brings them indescribable blessing 
and joy; and great is their reward in heaven.” 

In this light, the beatitudes become a revelation on how to approach God in self-
awareness and humility. May this word bring you hope and light on your journey of 
faith. 

In faithful service, 

 

 

Sunday, February 5 
  8:30am – Searchers Class 
10:00am – Worship 
 

Monday, February 6 
  9:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Tuesday, February 7 
  9:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
  1:00pm – 6:00pm   
  5:00pm – Worship Design Team 
  6:30pm – Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, February 9 
  9:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Friday, February 10 
No Office Hours 
Sermon Prep Day 
 

Saturday, February 11 
Enjoy your weekend!!! 
   

Afternoons will be in and out. 
Appointments are always 
welcome to be scheduled. 

 



 

 
 

  

AND FELLOWSHIP TIME 

Please come and enjoy some Brunch 
Goodies and great fellowship after service 

on Sunday, February 12th  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Birthdays  
Jan Nelson  2/1 

Quincy Myers  2/6 

Sidney Palmer  2/11 

Giana Renardo  2/12 

Jack Bentley  2/17 

Dave Henry  2/19 

Ron Schlosser  2/21 

Rom Orquiza-Renardo 2/28 

 
 

Ladies' Lunch (Night) Out!   
Tuesday, February 7 @ 11:30am (note the change in time)  
Rivershore Bar & Grill (Best Western Hotel) 
1900 Clackamette Drive, Oregon City  
Please RSVP to Marty at fmsodie@yahoo.com 
 
Brunch Goodies & Fellowship 
Sunday, February 12 @ 11:00am 
 
Valentine’s Day 
Tuesday, February 14th  
Hug your loved ones!  
 
Willamette Falls Symphony 
Sunday, February 19 @ 3:00pm  
 
Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 21 @ 6:30pm 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Join us on Wednesday, February 22, at 6:30pm as we begin the  
journey of Lent, a season of prayer, penitence, meditation,  
and self-examination as we move closer and closer to the cross  
of Christ and the sacrifice that brought us salvation.  
 
The Last Supper 
Friday, February 24 @ 6:00pm 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2023 Church 
Directories 

are now available! 
You can pick up a copy in 

the Church Narthex 

Joy Russell Celebration of Life 
There will be a graveside service on 

 

Saturday, February 18th at 1:30pm 
At Mountain View Cemetery 

 

A reception will follow at OCUM Church 
 

All are invited to attend 
Please let the family know if you  

plan to attend by calling  
Betty Frederick at 503-805-7278 

mailto:fmsodie@yahoo.com


 

Our Weekly Giving Moment 
As we celebrate Black History Month, we remember that Black history is everyone’s history. Black individuals have 
been at the forefront of some of the most significant cultural and scientific advancements in history. Their gifts, skills 
and talents have blessed our world. 
 
Black Methodist pioneers did the same for the church as they challenged us to experience God in new and unique ways 
through worship, song, dance and scholarship. They continue to show us that God can transcend boundaries and 
connect with us, no matter who or where we are. 
 
The life of the United States and of The United Methodist Church is richer because of Black individuals and the 
experiences they bring. 
 
Jesus calls us to walk the way of love and peace that leads to inclusion and acceptance. When we choose to follow 
Christ, we stand against racial injustice and to do no harm, do good and stay in love with God. 
 
Take the first step in your walk toward justice. Through the World Service Fund, support the General Commission on 
Religion and Race today to ensure that The United Methodist Church is well-equipped to resist the evil, injustice and 
oppression of racism. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help 
pick-up donated grocery items once 
per week from the Oregon City 
Safeway Store. These items will come 
from the Deli, Meat, Produce and 
Bakery departments. 

 
WE PICK UP ON: 

Mondays @ 9:30 am 
Tuesdays @ 9:00am 

Wednesdays @ 8:30am 
 
It normally takes one to two hours 
total to pick-up, check out, go to our 
pantry, unload, weigh and sort the 
food into its storage places. 
Volunteers need to be able to lift 
around 30 pounds. We currently have 
someone each day but need to have a 
helper or back up helper. 
 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving 
this mission of feeding the hungry. 
Sharon Thonstad or Christa in the 
Office would love to hear from you. 

 
Safeway has been a wonderful 
supporter of the HOPE Pantries. 
Without their support, that of the 
Oregon Food Bank, and the 
donations of food and cash from our 
community, we would not have 
been able to feed the families who 
are in need with food during the 
COVID crisis. 
 

Update for distribution 

Wednesday, February 1st  
 

Our volunteers served 

▪ 209 people  

▪ 47 families 

▪ 5 new families 
 

https://www.gcorr.org/donate
https://www.gcorr.org/donate

